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   The past month has been especially exciting for the 
Buffelshoek Trust and we would like to share these 
developments with our supporters and partners. 
 
   As mentioned in our previous newsletter, Mr. Saul 
Garlick, Executive Director of the Student Movement for 
Real Change (SMRC) arranged for approximately twenty 
students belonging to the SMRC from across America to 
live and work in the villages for a month during their 
summer vacation. The aim of this visit is to run workshops 
with our learners and to give the American students the 
opportunity of experiencing rural life.  
 

 

   One of our Trustees was, 
unbeknown to him, 
nominated for the Absa 
Jewish Achiever Award in 
the category of the Cyril 
Harris Humanitarian Award. 
We are proud to announce 
that the award was won by 
this Trustee. Read on for 
further details… 
 

   The feedback from the students, teachers, learners and 
villagers has been incredible and will be included in this 
newsletter. 

http://www.studentmovementusa.org/ 
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   The Trust’s most recent endeavour has been to afford both South African 
and international guests the opportunity to reside in the communities of 
Manyeleti. This initiative provides an educational opportunity for both the 
community members as well as visitors.   This innovative project has been 
launched by the 20 US students who spent a month in the community.  
 
   The students ran various workshops for the benefit of both learners and 
teachers. These included arts & drama, sports and theatre. They also 
provided educational input specifically in the subjects of Mathematics and 
Science. Their program also included an HIV/AIDS awareness program.  
 
   Both the students and the community members have described the 
learning from this experience as invaluable. The community members have 
asked for this to be an annual event and the SMRC have agreed to arrange 
a similar trip for next year. 
 

“We came to the other side of the world hoping to meet people of different cultures 

and different lifestyles.  We did meet people with completely different backgrounds 

from ourselves, but what surprised me most were the similarities that we found 

between ourselves and everyone we met.  Many people talk about differences, but we 

have so much more in common with the families we lived with and the students we 

taught than anything else.  I learned that we are all part of the same world and it is our 

responsibility to teach each other and help each other in any way we can.” 

Elizabeth Arkell 

 

“I came to South Africa to see what I wanted 

to do with my life, to see what I was called 

to do. But never in my wildest dreams could 

I have predicted what I would find in our 

villages: unconditional love, acceptance, and 

hospitality. Without a doubt, I know that I 

am meant to help people, to work with them 

to improve their lives and their futures. And 

at the same time, I have found that they’ve 

changed me even more than I could ever 

hope to help them.”  

Sarah Burns 
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   The students were interviewed just prior to their departure and the 
following article appeared in the SA Jewish Report. We expect an item to be 
published in The Star within the next week.  
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    As one of the founding Trustees 
of the Buffelshoek Trust and for 
his various other philanthropic 
work, Mr Sidney Frankel was the 
proud recipient of the Cyril Harris 
Humanitarian Award. The gala 
ceremony was held on the 16th 
August 2007 and amongst a 
prestigious group of fellow-
nominees who have made a 
tremendous contribution to 
improving the quality of life and 
fabric of society on South Africa. 
 
   The nominees for this category 
included: 

• Mr. Donald Krausz; 

• Ms. Celene Bernstein; 

• Mr. Mike Schalit; 

• Ms. Dorienne Weil; and 

• Mr. Elliot Wolf. 
 
   Mr. Frankel’s response to the 
award was a mixture of surprise 
and delight. However, he believes 
that the award belongs not to him 
as an individual but to all those 
who facilitated the various 
projects under-taken. 

In his words: 
 
   A very special thank you to my 
family, my colleagues, to the 
people who nominated me and to 
those who voted for me. My 
colleagues will tell you that I am 
publicity-shy. For me the reward 
is in the action rather than the 
accolade. 
 
   I am humbled by the honour of 
this award, yet it is not mine 
alone. The work that has been 
accomplished has been the result 
of the efforts of an incredible team 
and this award is therefore to be 
shared with my fellow-Trustees, 
all our generous partners and 
donors as well as Campbell, 
Carol, Jane & Shaz. 
 
   Maya Angelou said, 'When you 
learn, teach. When you get, give.'  
 
   I have been so privileged to have 
been given that I can give to 
others. I will continue to strive to 
give back to the world what it has 
given to me and to live up to the 
honour of this award. 
 
Thank you. 
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Please feel free to 
contact us with any 
enquiries. We can 

be reached at 
(+2711 483 3911) 

or via email 
at either 

shazzyc@iafrica.com 
or 

carol@frankels.co.za 
 

We look forward to 
receiving your 

feedback. 

   
 
   The Trust continues to undertake and 
become involved in exciting projects and working 
in conjunction with the community is both rewarding 
and worthwhile. 
 
   We believe that the Buffelshoek Trust, by working with the  
community and formulating relationships with government and donors 
facilitates the community’s plans for a better future by helping to turn 

dust to dreams… 
 


